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Day One: Under my Vision 

Over the past week, our focus has been on the fact that the temple God is 
building is a five fold house. It is intended to be governed together by those 
who hear and obey Holy Spirit (as it is HE who is in charge, not man), in a 
unified, non-hierarchical leadership built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets. The Lord has established this Divine plan for some very good 
reasons, and if we won’t follow His plan (as we haven’t collectively), we won’t 
experience the intended fruit of His plan (which we’ve not). 

We have not had the freedom to obey God within the current church 
structure… we’ve instead been required to ‘come in here under my vision’. 
There seems to be a gross misunderstanding about the role of a ‘leader’. Ian 
Shelton puts it the most succinctly: 

“A pastor that thinks you’re here to support his vision is ungodly. My vision is to 
get you into your vision.”  

The current mindset of the church is that people are there to build the vision 
and kingdom that the pastor/leader sees. But that’s not at all the case! The 
leader is there to speak to and unlock the vision inside of each of the people – 
their vision is the collective vision of the people to whom they have been 
called. What a difference to what we’re seeing currently in the church! How 
many ‘pastors’ would still be there if the table was turned to this kingdom 
mentality – it’s not about their vision, but it’s about the vision of Christ, 
through the people? That is true leadership. 

Let’s understand leadership correctly. Leadership is not appointed by man – it 
is appointed by God. So that takes away the qualifications and pieces of paper 
from the institutions of the world in order to recognise them. If we can’t look 
to these things to recognise leaders, what can we look to?  

Quite simply… who actually leads? Who actually steps out into what Holy Spirit 
is speaking to their hearts and obeys Him? Who goes first, instead of waiting 
for someone else to do it? 

One of the most profound Holy Spirit statements I have ever heard was shared 
with me by a dear apostolic friend of mine. The Lord said to him: 

“There is no such thing as leaders. There are only those who lead.” 
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Need I say any more? If that doesn’t define what true leadership is, and 
highlight where we’ve gone wrong, nothing will! 

Divided vision is causing a divided church. ‘My vision’ or ‘the vision of this 
church’ is very often a covering for independent kingdom building. Yet 
individuals are not in charge of the Kingdom of God. Holy Spirit is. And if we 
will simply obey Him, and allow those around us to obey Him, He will build the 
temple. We are not seeing the purposes of God fulfilled as He wants them to, 
because we’ve been building our own temples, not His. 

The biggest danger of divided vision, and ‘coming in here under my vision’ is 
because it renders the gifts in the body null and void. These gifts are placed in 
the hearts of man for the growth of all, and if we have a one-fold, hierarchical 
leadership, these gifts are never seen, known, or available for anyone else to 
benefit from.  

Ephesians 4:15 (TPT) All our direction and ministries will flow from Christ and 
lead us deeper into him, the anointed Head of his body, the church. For his 
“body” has been formed in his image and is closely joined together and 
constantly connected as one. And every member has been given divine gifts to 
contribute to the growth of all; and as these gifts are imparted and operating 
effectively throughout the whole body, we are built up and made perfect in 
love. 

Let us decide that as for us, we will impart and operate in the divine gifts which 
have been given to us for the contribution of all. That we will receive our 
direction from Christ. And while we will have that direction confirmed by 
others around us, and we will be likely to walk in it in partnership with others, 
we will obey the head of the church. And when He says to go, we will go. 
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Do you believe that you have been given divine gifts to contribute to the 
growth of all? If not, why not? If so, what are they? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you been able to impart and operate in those gifts? Why or why not?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

If you are currently recognised as a Pastor or ‘leader’, examine your heart 
around this. Ask Holy Spirit to show you, because we actually don’t know 
what’s going on in our own hearts without His enlightening: 

Are you looking for other people to fulfil your vision, or are you looking to fulfil 
the vision in the hearts of the people?   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Those who are looking for other people to fulfil their vision are either not 
called as true five-fold ministers, or are operating out of the world’s defaults 
instead of those of the Kingdom of God. They could also be called, but not 
activated in the anointing for how to truly build the Kingdom by building the 
people, because they are not in relationship with a true apostle. All of these 
are possibilities, but only Holy Spirit knows which describes each person’s 
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heart. True five fold ministers are focussed on seeing the dream in other’s 
hearts come alive. And when the dreams in the hearts of others comes alive, 
God’s dream comes alive. God’s purpose and dream for the world is fulfilled 
through our dreams for the world (because He put them there). That’s why the 
church is never about fulfilling the vision of the ‘local church’ (I term I don’t 
even believe is possible). The vision of the ‘local church’ is to awaken and fulfil 
the dream of God in the hearts of His people. 

The apostles and prophets are the foundation; the master builders. Their 
dream – the blueprint – is automatically fulfilled by lifting others into their 
place in the walls of His house. Many pastors want to be the capstone, ‘come 
in here under my vision’… or we could say, ‘come in here under my limitation’. 
They think leadership is hierarchical and sits on the A frame of the roof. True 
leadership is the foundation and the house of the Lord is built from foundation 
up. 

If the roof is put on by man, we have limitation. If there is no apostolic and 
prophetic foundation, we crumble. Do we want the church that we have 
designed, or the church that HE has designed? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What alterations are you willing to make, in order to come into agreement 
with HIS design? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day Two: Unwrapped Gifts 

Yesterday, we looked at Ephesians and how ‘all our direction and ministries will 
flow from Christ and lead us deeper into him’ (not a ‘leader’), and how ‘every 
member has been given divine gifts to contribute to the growth of all.’ 

While we’ve considered the gifts that are within us, now let’s consider the gifts 
that are within others – gifts the Lord intends to bring us growth. We need to 
understand something which is very, very important: 

The five anointings functioning together are His gift to the body of Christ.  

Ephesians 4:11 – 12 (TPT) And he has appointed some with grace to be 
apostles, and some with grace to be prophets, and some with grace to be 
evangelists, and some with grace to be pastors, and some with grace to be 
teachers. And their calling is to nurture and prepare all the holy believers to do 
their own works of ministry, and as they do this they will enlarge and build up 
the body of Christ. 

Note that it didn’t say the five fold were appointed in order to fulfil the work of 
the ministry, but rather to empower all the holy believers so that they can do  
the work of the ministry. So the five fold anointings have been given as a gift to 
the church, so that as these anointings function together, the believers can be 
nurtured, their treasure chests opened, and everyone participates in the work 
of the ministry and the building up of the body of Christ. No more spotlights 
and platforms, but instead an army of believers who are functioning as Christ 
on the earth. What a far more effective model than the one we have been 
using! 

The Message translation brings this out beautifully: 

Ephesians 4:11 – 12 (MSG) The One who climbed down is the One who climbed 
back up, up to highest heaven. He handed out gifts above and below, filled 
heaven with his gifts, filled earth with his gifts. He handed out gifts of apostle, 
prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train Christ’s followers in skilled 
servant work, working within Christ’s body, the church, until we’re all moving 
rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive 
like Christ. 
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So did we get that? The five fold anointings of apostle, prophet, evangelist, 
pastor and teacher were given out by God as gifts. Which person, at their 
birthday party, decides to open some gifts and walks away from the others, 
leaving them perpetually unopened? Yet that’s what we’ve done as a body 
generation after generation.  

Everything we needed in order to be mature and fully developed within and 
without… to be fully alive like Christ… is contained in those gifts. Yet we’ve 
been content to leave them unwrapped, and just pick up a few packages and 
open them. Or we convince ourselves we’ve opened all of the gifts because we 
have heard of some famous apostle or evangelist on the other side of the 
world and we figure the apostolic or evangelistic anointings are functioning in 
the church, but we’ve never seen the full release of them functioning in our 
world, where we live, with the body of Christ in our geographic location. A few 
‘super anointed ones’ performing while the body looks on is not God’s plan 
and that’s why we’re not seeing the body fully alive like Christ. 

Occasionally we open the gift of the teacher and evangelist… but seldom the 
true prophet and almost never the gift of the apostle. Let’s not leave His gifts 
unwrapped! They’re for our benefit. They’re for our growth! They’re for our 
maturity!!! And if we cannot recognise these gifts, we most certainly are 
walking in immaturity.  

He’s never taken those gifts back. They’re still there, waiting for us as a body to 
collectively open them. If we’ll do that, we’ll discover how amazingly powerful 
and beautiful the contents of these gifts are, and we’ll see this promised 
maturity come to our hearts and to the body. Indeed, we can never be mature 
individually and collectively… we can never be fully alive in the life of Christ 
until we do. 
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Have you ever turned down natural gifts given to you and left them unopened? 
Do you think there are spiritual gifts God has given you individually and given 
us collectively as a church which you have left unopened? Ask Him what they 
are and how you can open them now that you know they’re yours. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day Three: First of All 

The gifts of apostle, prophet, teacher, pastor and evangelist are each equally 
important to the body of Christ. However, they function correctly when they’re 
in the right order. Not rank. Not importance. But order. And that pattern is 
clear.  

1 Corinthians 12:28 (BSB) And in the church God has appointed first of all 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, and those 
with gifts of healing, helping, administration, and various tongues. 

Excuse me for noting it, but the function of ‘pastor’ isn’t even mentioned in 
this list. In fact, in the entire Bible, there are two – TWO – mentions of the 
word translated ‘pastor’ in the entire book! And yet somehow, we put pastors 
at the top of the ranks, leading ‘churches’ solo. Could this have been any more 
obviously against God’s express blueprint? 

God is making a point through this scripture. He commissions pastors, but they 
are not apostles, they are not prophets, they are not the foundation and they 
certainly aren’t the roof. We must realise that the purpose for apostles and 
prophets being in place first, is so that all of the other anointings can function 
in the way He designed. A pastoral anointing functioning on an apostolic and 
prophetic foundation is something so profoundly beautiful and impacting, you 
have to experience it to believe it. Yet that same anointing will function in a 
greatly limited way outside of that foundation.  

God designed for all of the anointings to function in the fullness of their 
mandates, and when each one does, the body matures. When we transitioned 
to a single-anointing, pastor-led church, we effectively left most of our gifts 
unopened. Could this be a good part of the reason for the perpetual infancy 
and immaturity of the church, and therefore why the commission to see the 
world saved has not yet been fulfilled? Of course it could!  

But let’s see this as the great news it is, for pastors, apostles, prophets, 
teachers and evangelists everywhere! What He is effectively saying is that we 
don’t have to be anything other than what God has called us to be! We don’t 
have to fit this man-made structure, which is keeping the Kingdom restrained.  
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Finally, pastors can be relieved of the burden of trying to fit the bill and fulfil all 
of the functions of the five-fold, and just get on with the job they’ve been 
given of loving the people. Finally, space can be made for the apostles and 
prophets to live, and to bring oneness, vision, signs, wonders and family back 
to the church. And finally, the people who have been ‘hidden and snared in 
houses of bondage’ can be set free and we can all partake of what has been 
contained in their treasure chests all along! 

Best of all, in this five fold house where the apostles and prophets are the 
foundation, THERE IS NO ROOF! There is no ‘come in here under my vision’, 
but there is life given to the vision God has placed in each person’s heart. 
There is no hierarchy. There is no under cover. And there are no limitations to 
what Holy Spirit can do with a people who will function according to His 
blueprint! 

 

If there was no roof and no limitation in your life, what do you feel you could 
do in the Kingdom of God? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day Four: Cleaning House Financially 

It’s time to let Him clean house, church. Pastors (and in fact any anointing) 
whose identity is in their position, title, power, vision or money will not want 
to let go of what they have. And if anything other than God is first in their 
heart, they’re sure not going to want to let go of the security of their pastor’s 
wages. But let’s be clear here. God is not doing a clean swap. He’s not saying 
‘let’s put apostles and prophets where the pastors have been. Let’s pay them 
instead of the pastors’.  

I can tell you what will happen when the apostles step into place. And might I 
add, many of the true five-fold that the Lord has been preparing. They will be 
tentmakers. Just as Paul didn’t burden the churches and had his own business 
in order to ensure that he never did burden them, so too is God leading the 
apostles He’s preparing today to the wisdom of business and entrepreneurship 
– tentmaking! In fact, what they are walking through in the journey of 
entrepreneurship is a big part of their training.  

They are coming into position with Him as their financial source – not a church 
or congregation. They are actually coming into position not as consumers of 
the church’s income, but as distributors of wealth. In this way, they can be 
‘true Shepherds’, not ‘hired men’ (Jn 10:12). They are not coming to take a 
‘pastor’s wage’. This is not a power struggle. This is an empowerment for every 
anointing to be who and what God has called them to be. A true apostle and 
indeed, a true five-fold leader is not motivated by money and doesn’t see 
people as their source, but has learned to function financially in the abundance 
of the Kingdom of God, with Him as their absolute source. As such, they can 
never be found a ‘hired man’. 

God cleans house financially by dealing with our hearts. Can our hearts handle 
serving Him without a promise of financial provision outside of the abundance 
in the Word of God? Can our hearts handle laying down our titles, prestige and 
hierarchy to sit on a level playing field with the leaders He has appointed to 
work together and seek not our will but His will to be done?  

When we can, we will be astounded at what Holy Spirit can do in HIS church. 
Let’s give Him freedom to move. 
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Ask Holy Spirit to clean house in your heart as it pertains to finances and titles. 
What is He asking you to do?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day Five: A Divine Symphony 

The function of the church was never intended to be a solo performance, but a 
symphony in harmony together as the five fold anointings engage as one to 
bring the whole body to maturity. 

God is very serious about this. Just look at what He says about these anointings 
functioning together: 

Ephesians 4:13 – 14 (TPT) These grace ministries will function until we all 
attain oneness into the faith, until we all experience the fullness of being one 
with the Son of God, and finally we become one perfect man with the full 
dimensions of spiritual maturity and fully developed in the abundance of Christ. 
And then our immaturity will end and we will not be easily shaken by trouble, 
nor led astray by novel teachings or by the false doctrines of deceivers who 
teach clever lies that sound like the truth – only to pull us into their “flock.” But 
instead we will remain strong and always sincere in our love as we express the 
truth.  

Again, it is about maturity. The anointings are designed to work together to 
bring us into maturity. And with our maturity comes our oneness. There is no 
way to maturity that does not bring us to a oneness of functionality in the five 
fold anointings and in the body of Christ. 

Ephesians 4:13 (NLT) This will continue until we all come to such unity in our 
faith and knowledge of God’s son that we will be mature in the Lord. 

God is not going to give up on this and say, ‘Oh well, it’s taking too long, let’s 
come up with a different plan’. He’s designed His plan and decreed it and now 
it’s up to us to catch up. After all, He is God – we’re not. His plan is the one 
that will stand, until a generation gets it and walks in it. And then we’ll see His 
promises come to pass. 

His promise of maturity is such a beautiful picture! He’s not about a 
hierarchical ladder with one ‘Senior Pastor’ on top! He’s given five incredible 
graces to the body in the form of the five fold anointings, and as we’ve already 
seen, they are His gifts to the body, which are intended to function and 
operate together. Yet we’ve thought they can work independently of one 
another.   
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The pastor was never designed to function in any other way than on the 
foundation of the apostle and prophet. The teacher was never intended to be 
an island unto himself. In fact, ministries and congregations were never 
designed to have a single, identifiable leader. Yes, God always gives vision to 
one, but this vision is to unlock the visions in the people, and God will send a 
five fold that He intends to function together in order to accomplish that 
unlocking. When the five fold anointings function together, they draw on one 
another and bring out the fullness that God intended them to. No leader can 
ever be more effective as the top run of the ladder, than they can in 
functioning as God designed – in a five fold team leadership of mutual honour. 

I would challenge you to find a place in the Bible where five fold anointings 
actually functioned separately from one another. You won’t find it. The 
scriptures show us that these combined anointings will be in operation UNTIL 
we all walk in oneness of faith and maturity as one perfect man. So in other 
words, it’s still in operation today, as we’ve not yet walked in this description 
as a church – but we will, for that is the intended purpose! When we will allow 
the temple to be built by God Himself according to His specifications, with each 
of the five fold anointings in place and functioning together, we will find that 
the maturity will come. We will only walk in perpetual immaturity for as long 
as it takes for us to realise this and instead walk in the blueprint He has given 
us. His structure is far more effective than ours.    

 

What does maturity mean to you? Ask Holy Spirit how He defines it.  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


